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AGM AGENDA 
 

 

The 131st Annual General Meeting of the Sydney Flying Squadron Limited will 

be held at 10:00am on Sunday 18 October 2020 in the Clubhouse, 

76 McDougall Street Milsons Point NSW 2061. 

 

1. Apologies 

2. To confirm the minutes of the 130th Annual General Meeting 

3. To receive and consider the reports of the Board 

4. To receive and consider the financial report as required by the Act and 

the Registered Clubs Act for the year ending 31 May 2020  

5. To elect the Board in accordance with the Constitution  

6. Life Membership Nominations 

7. To deal with any valid business of which due notice has been given 

8. To deal with general business as approved by the chairman of the 

meeting  

 



Sydney Flying Squadron Limited – ACN 000 487 230 

 Annual Report 2019 - 2020 Page 4 of 45 

MINUTES OF 130TH AGM HELD ON 1 DECEMBER 2019 
 

 
 

1	

SYDNEY FLYING SQUADRON LIMITED 

 A.C.N. 000487230 

 MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

 HELD AT 76 MCDOUGALL STREET MILSONS POINT 

 ON 01/12/2019 

 AT 10 am                                                               

 

 

PRESENT: The President, all current directors and a quorum of 
members. 

 

CHAIRMAN: The President chaired this meeting. 

 

APOLOGIES: Apologies were submitted from James Watt, Coral Taylor, 
John Notley and John Barrell. 

MINUTES OF 2018 AGM: A motion to confirm the minutes of the 2018 AGM was 
proposed by Michael Van Stomm, seconded by Bill Hughes 
and passed. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

AND BOARD REPORT: A motion to receive and consider the reports of the Board 
and the Financial Report was proposed by Selwyn Black 
and seconded by Don Buckley. 

 Questions on the financial were raised by David Grinston 
and Ian Pretty and responded to by the President. The 
Treasurer reported that the Club’s financial position has 
improved, a development application for Pattons Slipway 
has been lodged with Council and the loan relating to the 
Slipway has been reduced from approximately $800,000 to 
$240,000. 

 A motion to defer detailed consideration of the Financial 
Report to a later date was moved by Renata Zanetti, 
seconded by Mark Callanan and passed by the members. 

 Neville Turbit questioned whether it is vital for the Club to 
have a strategic plan, if not why and what process is being 
followed in this regard. Kerrie Boyd offered to take on that 
task, if re-elected to the Board. Mr Turbit agreed to pass on 
his notes on that subject 
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2	

 A motion to adopt the Board’s reports and Financial Report 
was moved by David Grinston, seconded by John Tierney 
and passed by the members. 

SPECIAL RESOLUTION 

TO AMEND CONSTITUTION: Kerrie Boyd presented a “layman’s view” of the proposed 
special resolution attached to the notice of this AGM. Gary 
Cassim, the Club’s lawyer, explained that this resolution 
was designed to implement triennial election of directors as 
required by the current Registered Clubs Act provisions. 

 A motion to pass the special resolution set out in the notice 
of meeting was moved by Ian Pretty, seconded by Rob 
Sawyer and passed by the members. 

 The Commodore stated there will be a further review of 
other provisions of the constitution to be done by the Club’s 
lawyer. 

 In accordance with Schedule 4 of the Registered Clubs Act, 
at the first general meeting under the triennial rule, Board 
roles shall be randomly divided into 3 groups with each 
group to hold office for the assigned number of years. Kerrie 
Boyd conducted this exercise and the results were as 
follows: 

• Group 1 shall hold office for 1 year: Director 1 and 2  
• Group 2 shall hold office for 2 years: President, Vice 

President and Commodore  
• Group 3 shall hold office for full 3 year term: Treasurer 

and Vice Commodore 

ELECTION OF BOARD 

AND OTHER OFFICERS: John Stanley as returning officer reported that Peter Jackson 
will no longer be standing for any positions. The President 
reported that Don Buckley will be standing down from the 
Board and that only 2 positions on the Board were being 
contested. The 3 candidates, being Gregory Houseman and 
current Board members Michael Van Stomm and Kerrie Boyd, 
each gave a short presentation about their goals if elected as a 
director. The President expressed appreciation for the work of 
Kerrie Boyd on the Board to date. 

 Voting papers were completed by the members, collected by 
the Vice President and given to the returning officer, who 
reported 32 votes in favour of the current board members 
Michael Van Stomm and Kerrie Boyd and 5 votes for Gregory 
Houseman. 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

FOR WILLIAM LOADER The President spoke of Billy Loader’s outstanding contribution 
to the Club, particularly in relation to resolving the problems 
relating to Pattons Slipway and that he was a very deserving 
recipient of life membership. A motion to confer life 
membership on Billy Loader was passed by the members with 
acclamation and the President presented Billy Loader with his 
badge. 

BUSINESS FOR WHICH 

DUE NOTICE GIVEN No matters were raised. 

GENERAL BUSINESS The President thanked Neville Turbit for his contribution to the 
Board, especially in resolving IT and telecommunications 
problems. Kerrie Boyd added that Neville continues to manage 
the Club’s website and upload race reports. 

 The President invited local residents Stephen Grenville and 
Vilma Bowers to present their reasons for objecting to the 
proposed redevelopment of the Pattons Slipway site. In 
response to each presentation, the Commodore gave a 
comprehensive explanation of the Club’s reasons for 
submitting the development application to Council in its current 
form. The President expressed his understanding of the 
position of the speakers. 

Selwyn Black asked if the Club will put in place an agreement 
with a suitable operator before committing to any development 
if the DA is approved. The President confirmed that this will be 
done. 

Neville Turbit asked if members will be given a vote on 
whether to proceed with the DA if approved and the President 
confirmed his willingness to put that question to members. 
Kerrie Boyd stated that the Club will get advice on this issue. 

The Commodore announced that the new members of the 
Sailing Committee will be himself, Terry and Barlie Stewart, 
Wayne Goodfellow and David Grinston. 

Susan Conway moved a motion to destroy all voting papers for 
election of the new Directors, which was passed. 

 

CLOSURE: The President declared the AGM closed at 11.30 am. 

 

John Winning 



Sydney Flying Squadron Limited – ACN 000 487 230 

 Annual Report 2019 - 2020 Page 7 of 45 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Apart from Corona virus the club continues as normal. 

We continue to do small maintenance jobs, as well as the new balustrade and blinds 

on the balcony. 

We closed down for Covid-19 except for the Café which continued to trade in a 

limited fashion. 

Negotiations continue with the DA for Pattons and hopefully one day we will be able 

to upgrade the facility. 

Sailing may not be able to commence day one but we will be ready when allowed to 

do so. 

Looking forward to an interesting time ahead. 

 

John Winning 
President 
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COMMODORE’S REPORT 
What a year ! I hope you are all safely riding out the storm. Fingers crossed for our 

upcoming 130th sailing season in these times of uncertainty. 

The season got off to a great start for both the H18 and 12ft fleets enjoying the spring 

and summer series. Then bushfires erupted, Covid19 puts us in lockdown and now 

floods threaten the state.  

Throughout this the Club has flown the signal flags “Standing by” and “ Splice the 

mainbrace”, getting the message out in support of our members and friends. I hope 

you can all come to your Club and share the SFS ambiance and commeraderie. 

Again the Historic 18ft skiff fleet averaged up to eight boats a race throughout the 

season. The season saw some boat swapping with Woody and the crew taking up 

The Mistake and Jerry and crew on Aberdare. Some interesting outcomes with 

Yendys defending the scratch position all season. Tangalooma made her debut 

following a commendable restoration by the crew and Robert Tearne in the shed at 

Pattons.  

The 12 ft skiff fleet enjoyed the Sunday series and had a consistent fleet every week. 

The SFS hosted 2 heats of the State Titles that were strongly supported with the 

Lane Cove 12ft Sailing Skiff Club joining us on the course.  Congratulations go to our 

12ft crews in securing the silverware in the Interdominions held in Auckland in 

February. Another demonstration of the skills level that the SFS cultures. 

The Virtual Presentation dispatches were a welcomed event whilst in lockdown, 

thanks to Director – Kerrie Boyd for producing this.  Also many thanks to Bob 

Chapman, Steamer and all others who contributed. 

The Britannia turned 100 last year and the Club hosted a dinner on 8th November to 

celebrate with the Britannia Centenary Race sailed on the 9th. Congratulations to Ian 

Smith and crew for keeping the legend alive. 

The Jim North Trust continued to add to the Club’s provenance with maintenance to 

the silverware and acquiring the last copies of the esteemed “Galloping Ghost “ 

books. Thanks Jim. 

During the lockdown the Flying Bear Café remained open for take away service 

whilst Foy’s restaurant prepared delicious take home dishes for our members and 

patrons. Since the easing of restrictions a commendable job has been done in 

making the Club compliant with social distancing protocols to keep our members as 

safe as possible. Thanks to Adam and Emma Marshall and the SFS/Foys/Flying 
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Bear team for all your efforts through these times. 

The Club needs the support of all members more than ever to keep our Club afloat, 

please visit your Club and encourage your friends to join us. 

Finally a big thanks to the Sailing Committee, volunteers and members who give their 

time towards keeping the boat upright and sailing. The Club would be lost without 

you. And finally thanks to John “Woody” Winning for the use of Rippleside over the 

season. 

 

We hope conditions improve in time for the 2020 – 2021 season  

 

Sail on. 

Billy Loader  

Commodore 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Looking back, I need to remind myself that the ’19-’20 Financial Year for the club 

wasn’t all that long ago, but it now seems a distant memory. So much has happened, 

and had to be done recently. 

The fires that devastated the state affecting thousands of people, including our own 

Jamie Watt, who lost his house and much of his property in the fierce South Coast 

fires, covered Sydney in smoke haze not seen in most of our living memories, and 

affected the health of thousands and keeping many indoors.   

Then the Big One, the Covid – 19 pandemic that has had a real and material effect 

upon the club, occasioning the shut-down on March 23rd, of the FY ’19-’20, and 

wiping out much of our trade from then to the end of our May 30, 2020 Financial 

Year.  

Those in the hospitality industry were hit very badly indeed, to put it mildly. However, 

Ashdown reacted impressively to the circumstances and a take-away food offering 

was quickly organised via preparation in the SFS kitchen and pick-up at the Flying 

Bear café. This was well received and supported. Luckily, the café was able to 

remain open, despite the constraints and regulations placed upon hospitality venues 

and traded relatively well. Caffeine trumps Covid, by the looks of things.  

With the cafe keeping its head above water, bar sales were understandably all but 

non-existent in those last two and a third months, despite a beverage take away 

offering. Nobody comes to an all-but-closed club to buy beer or wine, although some 

did to add to their take away food purchases.  

So, essentially we lost the last two and a third of our trading months. As we all now 

know, the club re-opened in the current F.Y. year on a limited basis and has been 

expanding trading hours and days gradually, as our advice from Ashdown and 

circumstances permit. 

 

What’s the good news? We’re still afloat and the pumps are working.  

 

The FY ’19-20 wasn’t a disaster by any means. This year is the tough one. The 

Covid-19 issue only hit at the end of a reasonable trading year. We emerged in profit 

for both Sydney Flying Squadron and Patton’s Slipways, the details of which can be 

seen in the detailed audited accounts contained in this Annual Report.  
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During the ’19-’20 year, the Foys operation continued to fine-tune its offering, and the 

bar continued to turnover well. This process never ends as we, more as a team than 

ever, strive to make your club the best it can be to make members and guests feel 

comfortable and welcome.  

What were the shortcomings? We didn’t spend enough on sailing, full stop. We’re all 

acutely aware of this. Repairs and maintenance to the old building are always 

gnawing away at that objective but hopefully you can see and appreciate some of the 

improvements around the place. Government grants have played a significant part in 

some of the up-grades and that will continue. I thank those that prepared the 

applications and managed the process to sign-off.  

Our bank loan continues to reduce (as does the interest rate) so that at least we can 

see the end, even if there’s still a little way to go. That’s important to recognise.  

Where to now? “Stayin’ Alive” I believe is the key objective. Spend more on sailing as 

and when the money is available and do all we can as individuals and Members to 

promote the club and build the membership base, as a critical part of our income 

stream and support your club whenever you can. If your membership has lapsed, 

why not renew now. Every member is important. 

If we thought the end of the FY ’19-’20 was tough, the current year is even more 

testing, which is why it’s vitally important to do all we can as individual members to 

help and support your club. 

Lastly, may I take this opportunity to thank my fellow Board members for their 

support during FY ’19-20, and Kerrie Boyd who was particularly helpful to me by 

diving in at the deep end with all manner of administrative and financial matters 

during the ’19-‘20 year.  

 

Alan Robertson 

Honorary Treasurer 
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PATTONS UPDATE 
The Development Application for the Redevelopment of the Pattons Slipways site 

was submitted to North Sydney Council in October last year as DA313/2019. Council 

came back to us in March with a request for further information (RFI) that was 

provided in July. We understand that the Sydney North Planning Panel are in the 

final stages of their assessment and expect a determination to be made by October. 

A total of 24 objections were made to Council during the advertising period, these 

concerns have been addressed in the RFI response. 

The following is an extract from last years Pattons Report that provides a brief but 

informative outline of the sites history. 

Located at the corner of McDougall Street and Willoughby Street in Milsons Point, 

Pattons Slipways has been operating as a working slipway at its current location for 

well over 90 years. Pattons Slipways acquired the property in 1951 where it 

continued to operate a working boatyard with both slipway and operations and allied 

marine trades.  

The SFS, purchased Pattons Slipways in 1972 from Burns Philp, with funds partly 

provided from loans from SFS members, and these generous members became 

known as "members for life" (in contrast to our Life Members). The site has operated 

continuously since then under various managements including Jerry Hendry 

Boatbuilders and the current tenant, Sydney Perfect Storm, aka Sydney Harbour 

Slipways. 

The use of the land side of the site is regulated by North Sydney Council and below 

the high water mark as a seabed lease with RMS Maritime. 

In 2015, a dilemma was faced by the SFS Board when the RMS deemed that a DA 

from North Sydney Council would be required for any repairs to the rapidly 

deteriorating cradle and slipways at the Pattons yard. The SFS club had long 

depended on the management fees and rent from the slipway tenancies and so the 

long journey of a Development Application began. 

Four years later, the DA to replace the slipways with a hardstand, restoration / 

reconstruction of the “burnt out” boatshed and existing buildings, and conversion of 

the mooring pile berths into a 5 marina berths has been submitted. 

Once the Business Plan was lodged in 2018, the club was able to secure a 25 year 

lease for the seabed lease area with RMS Maritime.  

Moving forward the Development Application is expected to take at least six months 
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for Council and the Sydney North Planning Panel to assess the application. Then 

subject to an approval being granted Expressions of Interest will be called for 

potential partners in the redevelopment and future operations. Construction of the 

new facility could commence within 18 months subject to approvals and finance. The 

completed redevelopment will bring the site up to a world standard facility that the 

SFS will benefit from for at least 50 years into the future. 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The SFS Social Committee operates as an official committee under the Articles of 

the Club and the Board has access to the Committee’s financial records. 

 

Where and when possible, the Social Committee is very willing to assist in any way 

with events and amenities for the benefit of the club and its members. 

The total unexpected and sadly enduring corona virus 2019 has changed our lives 

forever though all at SFS believe that the iconic Historic 18 footers we definitely be 

sailing as before. The starving sailors will be there after each race and the Social 

Committee will continue to provide sustenance. 

 

Funds from the BBQ and the two raffles (Meat Tray and Fruit & Vege Basket) this 

past year raised $5000, down $1000 from last year, either because we have less 

skiffs sailing due to lack of crew, or more sailors are becoming vegetarians! The 

funds are distributed to each competing H18ft skiff to assist with maintenance 

expenses. Special thanks to Ross Bremner the BBQ Chef! Thanks also to all who 

have supported the Social Committee’s endeavours. 

 

The Committee also equipped the Tea & Coffee Corner for all sailors and volunteers 

and we acknowledge Peter Notley’s weekly contribution of biscuits. 

 

It would be wonderful to rejuvenate the social benefits of club membership. Send 

your ideas to the SFS Social Committee via email to the club or make a phone call to 

the office for information so that when the club can safely operate within any future 

health restrictions the Committee will be poised to instigate an Agenda. 

 

Coral Taylor 

On behalf of SFS Social Committee 
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MAINTENANCE REPORT 
The club facelift has been put into action this year with upgrades both inside and out. 

Inside, the ladies’ toilets saw an upgrade to the porcelain, tapware and lighting.  Set 

off by fresh paintwork, a level of comfort has been restored.  

Outside, new motorised, retractable blinds have been installed across the 

balcony, just in time for the warmer months. Patio heaters and festoon lighting allow 

members to make the most of the outdoor space in all weather. 

The flow from indoor to outdoor has been set off by the new aluminum balustrade 

installed in March.  Powder coated to colour match the club, the whole space really 

sets off the view, as well as presenting a schmick water-frontage fitting for the area.  

After suffering some heavy rain during Autumn and Winter, and dodging buckets in 

the restaurant, the leaky roof has been repaired. Downpipes have been fixed, 

box gutters cleared and holes patched up and sealed. 

Mid March saw us shutdown due to Covid-19 so we made the most of having the 

place to ourselves and set about a deep intense clean down and refresh throughout.  

Thanks to Seb and Hamish, all areas were scrubbed, the paintwork touched up and 

the wooden furniture given a boat-grade coat of varnish.  A sparkle was brought, 

enhanced by putting our rich sailing history and heritage on display throughout the 

restaurant, we were ready for when lockdown was lifted and we could open again.  

With operations in shutdown, we looked to volunteers to help with minor maintenance 

issues.  Terry Stewart and Chuck (Wayne Goodfellow) lent their DIY skills fixing 

up handles and door bolts and mid Autumn, the boat ramp that was black with sea 

growth, had a pressure wash.  Thanks to Michael Van Stom and David Grinston for 

their valiant efforts, the locals have very much been appreciating it during shutdown 

to launch their kayaks and SUPs.  

After multiple call outs to the plumber for blocked toilets, and several attempts made 

to clear a plumbing blockage, the real cause presented itself.  The sewer pipes on 

the club boundary had collapsed due to age and resulted in a particularly nasty back 

wash.  A hefty investment has been made and works carried out to lay new pipes 

and a claim is in with RMS.  

Remedial electrical works, fire compliance works including an upgrade to the back to 

base fire alarm monitoring hardware, and including the security alarm in the back to 

base monitoring service brings the historic clubhouse improved security & protection.
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DIRECTORS’ REPORT 
For the Year ended 31 May 2020 

Your Directors present their report on the Sydney Flying Squadron Ltd (the company) 

for the financial year ended 31 May 2020, and the auditor’s report.  

Meeting Attendance: 

During the 2020 financial year, fifteen (15) meetings of Directors were held.where a 

quorum of four or more Directors were present. Attendances were: 

Director Number of Meetings 
Eligible to Attend 

Number of Meetings 
Attended 

John Winning 15 13 

Robert Gordon 15 12 

Alan Robertson 15 12 

William Loader 15 12 

Terry Stewart 15 10 

Kerrie Boyd 15 15 

Michael Van Stom 10 10 

Neville Turbitt 4 4 

Director Information: 

Director / Occupation Position Status 

John Winning  
Company Director 

President 
(due for re-election 2021) 

Director since Feb 2016 
Patton’s Board / Sailing 
Committee / CDI Member 

Robert Gordon 
Ferry Master 

Vice President 
(due for re-election 2021) 

Director since Nov 2016 
 

Alan Robertson 
Advertising Executive 

Treasurer 
(due for re-election 2023) 

Director since Nov 2011 
Patton’s Board 

William Loader 
Project Manager 

Commodore 
(due for re-election 2021) 

Director since May 2016 
Patton’s Board 
Sailing Committee 

Terry Stewart  
Retired 

Vice Commodore 
(due for re-election 2022) 

Director since Oct 2015 
Sailing Committee 

Kerrie Boyd BSc, MAICD 
Pharmaceutical Executive 

Director/Hon.Club Secretary 
(due for re-election 2020) 

Director since Oct 2018 
CDI Member.  
Resigned August 2020 

Michael Van Stom 
Providore 

Director 
(due for re-election 2020) 

Director since Nov 2019 

Neville Turbitt 
Project Management  

Director Director since Oct 2015 
Resigned October 2019 
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Subsidiary Company 

The company controls its wholly owned subsidiary company, Patton’s Slipways Pty 

Ltd (Patton’s). The Directors of the subsidiary company as at the date of this report 

are Alan Robertson, William Loader and John Winning 

Operating Result 

The profit of the Sydney Flying Squadron Pty Ltd for the financial year ending 2020 

before tax is $125,718 and for Pattons Slipways is $30,391 

Significant Changes in the State of Affairs 

There have been no Significant Changes to the State of Affairs of the Sydney Flying 

Squadron over the 2019 – 2020 financial year period 

Review of Operations 

A review of the operations of the company during the financial year and the results of 

those operations are as follows: 

The company continued its operations as a registered club during the whole of the 

financial year. The results of those operations are as disclosed in the financial 

statements enclosed herein. 

Principal Activities 

The principal activities of the company, and its subsidiary company, during the 

financial year were the conduct and promotion of a licensed social club for members, 

conduct of sailing races and commercial property owner. No significant change in the 

nature of these activities occurred during the year.  

Post Balance Date Events 

Since the end of the financial year there have been no circumstances of events 

which could significantly affect or may significantly affect the operations of the 

company, the result of those operations, or the state of affairs of the company in 

future years 

Future Developments 

Further to inspections carried out to the wharf by a structural engineer it is evident 

that a significant amount of remediation works is required to the piling and sub 

structure. It is estimated that these works are likely to cost a minimum of 

$150,000.00. 
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These works will cause disruption to the Club and café and we will be carrying out 

the work when the impacts to our operations can be mitigated over as shorter time 

frame as possible. 

The Club has applied for various State and Federal grants towards maintaining the 

Club’s facilities and upgrading the accessibility provisions.  We have an application 

pending for a grant that, if successful, we intend to use upgrade the change room 

facilities and provide disabled access infrastructure. 

The Development Application for the Patton’s Slipway redevelopment was lodged 

with North Sydney Council on 3rd October 2019. We are expecting the assessment 

in the coming months (see Patton’s report). 

Environmental Issues 

The company’s operations are subject to significant environmental regulation under 

the laws of the Commonwealth and/or of a State or Territory including: 

Ø Food Act 2003 

Ø Food Regulations 2004 

Ø Public Health Act 1991 

Directors’ Benefits 

Since the end of the financial year, no Director has received or become entitled to 

receive a benefit (other than a benefit included in the aggregate amount of 

emoluments received or due and receivable by Directors shown in the accounts or 

received as the fixed salary of a full-time employee of the company) by reason of a 

contract made by the Company or by a related corporation with the Directors or with 

a firm of which he is a member, or with a Company in which he has a substantial 

financial interest, apart from William Loader, sole owner of Architectural & Maritime 

Design, provider of Project Management Services for the Patton’s redevelopment. 

Indemnifying Officer or Auditor 

No indemnities have been given or agreed to be given or insurance premiums paid or 

agreed to be paid, during or since the end of the financial year, to any person who is 

or has been an officer or auditor of the company. 

Proceedings on Behalf of Company 

No person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the 

company or intervene in any proceedings to which the company is a party for the 
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purpose of taking responsibility on behalf of the company for all or any part of those 

proceedings. The company was not a party to any such proceedings during the year. 

Auditors Independence Declaration 

A copy of the auditor’s independence declaration as required under section 307C of 

the Corporations Act 2001 has been included. 
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