
SYDNEY FLY ING SQUADRON

ANNUAL
REPORT
2018/2019 



SYDNEY FLY ING SQUADRONPAGE |  01

CONTENTS

President's Report

Commodore's Report

Treasurer's report

Social Committee's

update

Heritage Boardroom

Pattons Slipways

Redevelopment

Bickie's Boat Ramp

Financial Statements

of the SFS and its

subsidiary

Directors' Report

Make a Donation

Club Contacts

 

02

03

05

07

 

09

11

 

13

16

 

 

17

48

51



SYDNEY FLY ING SQUADRON PAGE |  02

PRESIDENT 'S
REPORT

John Winning

Trading for the year has been much the same.
 
During this year downstairs boatshed has been
cleaned and new floor laid.
 
Ladies change room upgraded, balcony doors
upgraded and finally DA lodged for Patton's
slipway. 
 
This DA has been almost totally handled by
Commodore Bill Loader with some $150,000 in
consultant reports required by Council and
Maritime.
 
There is still a mountain of maintenance to be
carved out and this will continue as funds
become available.
 
We look forward to another great sailing
season.
 
John Winning - President
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COMMODORE'S
REPORT

 William Loader

Another successful season of sailing at the SFS
behind us and looking forward to heading in to
our 129th sailing series.
 
A consistent Historic 18ft skiff fleet averaging
eight boats a race each week provided healthy
competition throughout the season. This season
will see some boat swapping with the Alruth team
sailing Aberdare and the Aberdare crew sailing
The Mistake, some interesting outcomes ahead. 
We will also see a restored Tangalooma back on
the water after several months work by the crew
and Robert Tearne in the shed at Pattons. Plenty
of activity also in the boatshed over the winter
and we look for to seeing a refreshed fleet grace
our beloved harbour.
 
The 12ft skiff fleet enjoyed the Sunday series and
it's looking promising with a bigger fleet forecast.
The coming seasons sees the SFS hosting 2 races
of the State Titles in November. The crews are
crossing the ditch in February for the
Interdominion Series in Auckland and we wish
them the best of luck in securing the silverware.
Tragic news last September that the Lane Cove
12ft Sailing. Club's boatshed burnt down, the Club
is recovering and we hope the SFS contribution
has helped this along.
 
Congratulations to all the crews who won and
placed in the season series and championships.
The handicap system proved successful in giving
all the fleet a chance of making the podium. Many
thanks to Bob Chapman and Peter Notley for
keeping the race records and points scores.
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.The Club enjoyed hosting several social events
this year with the celebration of the Notley twins
90th birthday seeing the Club at full capacity.
Peter and Dick have been sailing with the SFS for
over 70 years and we honour their contribution to
sailing and the Club’s management over this time.
 
The Britannia turns 100 this November and the
Club will be celebrating with a dinner on 8th
November with the Britannia Centenary Race
sailed on the 9th. Another gala event at the SFS.
 
John “Steamer” Stanley continues to look after the
Club’s heritage and has done a marvellous job in
collating and arranging for the Club’s past
Presidents, Commodores , Life Members, Life
Commodores and Patrons Honour Boards that
are now on display in the Board Room. Our future
is history as Steamer says ! We have also acquired
the Bob Lundy Collection that is being catalogued
for future reference.
 
Sadly our Patron - Ian Kiernan AO crossed his final
finish line last October, his wit and support of the
SFS are sorely missed. A memorial plaque is being
laid in the new boatramp to commemorate his
contribution towards cleaning up the environment
worldwide that started with Clean Up Sydney
Harbour. 

We thank Clean Up Australia and the Kiernan
family for their contribution towards the plaque.
 
We are also very fortunate this season to have a
new boatramp and newly grassed park and thank
RMS and North Sydney Council for their work. We
also thank Peter and Adrienne Jackson for their
efforts in pursuing the project with the authorities
and following the job through. 
 
Jim North’s perpetual legacy to the SFS is also
respectfully appreciated. This year funds were
made available to provide the new Honour Boards
and the Ian Kiernan Memorial. Thank you, Jim.
 
Finally thanks to all the volunteers and social
members who support and contribute towards
keeping the programme alive, without our
volunteers the show could not go on.
 
The list is too long to mention you all individually
but you know who you are. And thanks to John
“Woody” Winning for the use of Rippleside over
the season. Looking forward to another great
season in 19 – 20.
 
Sail on.
 
Billy Loader - Commodore
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TREASURER 'S
REPORT

Alan Robertson

The FY 18/19 year was never billed as being a
“cake-walk”, and it wasn’t. Anybody who has an
inclination to examine the Profit and Loss in
detail will get the overall picture that the year
was not a bad one but at the same time wasn’t
quite what we had all hoped for this time last
year. Some lessons were learned in FY 18/19
and some old issues remain to be dealt with 
in this coming year e.g. maintenance on the
ageing clubhouse, which will surprise nobody,
plus some other items. 
 
Indeed, your club is facing substantial capital
expenditure on up-grades to electricity supply,
the Flying Bear café deck, the up-stairs
balustrade and curtains, plus numerous other
items that may appear small in isolation but
add up to significant sums of money in any one
year.
 
While I’m on the maintenance subject, and
partly as a result of the pressure to keep the
building compliant with regulatory
requirements, the skiffs still do not have a
separate budget line for repair as yet. We are
all painfully aware of this. However, there are
plans afoot to redress this situation, and we
hope to make progress in FY 19/20.
 
Membership income has shown some
encouraging growth which is pleasing to see,
following a downturn in recent times.
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This does not surprise me, as your club
premises are looking the best they have done
for some years. The History Room, formally the
“Pokie Palace” of the SFS, has been completely
transformed, thanks to John ‘Steamer’ Stanley’s
efforts plus others contributing carpentry skills
in many areas of the room, most recently the
Honour Boards, now mounted on the South
Western wall below the skylights, being the
latest manifestation of Steamer’s efforts to
accurately track down the Life Members,
Commodores and Presidents from the past.  
 
I draw particular attention to this, as the History
Room adds considerable gravitas to the look
and feel of the Club’s interior and makes it
something we should all be proud of and
people like to belong to, and share in the
wonderful history of 18 footer sailing. As you all
know, Membership income is important to the
Sydney Flying Squadron and boosting it will be
one of our priorities this year, and indeed
subsequent years.

As I said of the outlook in last year’s report,
although perhaps with greater conviction this
time: nothing but up-side. Will do our best to
continue to improve our financial position while
at the same time asking for some latitude in the
knowledge that money needs to be spent to
keeping the Club out of the Careening Cove and
improve facilities. 
 
As always, may I take this opportunity to thank
my fellow Board Members for their support 
and tolerance during the year and to Veronika
and Eva for their important contributions (and
tolerance) to the day to day operations of your
Club. Thanks also to my one-man Financial
Committee member, Bill Hughes, who always
has a sympathetic ear in which to whinge.
 
Last but not least, thanks also go to all SFS
members, new and old, who have attended 
and supported the Club over the past year.
 
Alan Robertson  - Honorary Treasurer
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The SFS Social Committee operates as an
official committee under the Articles of the Club
and the Board has access to the Committee’s
financial records.
 
Where and when possible, the Social
Committee is very willing to assist in any way
with events and amenities for the benefit of the
club and its members.
 
The After Sailing BBQ continues
to provide much appreciated victuals to sailors,
attendees on the spectator ferry and even
locals visiting Milson Park! Provisioning and
cooking services were provided by SFS
members – with special acknowledgement to
Ross Bremner the BBQ Chef.   
 
Net accumulated proceeds for the year
provided funds of $6,000 and these were
apportioned to each Historic 18 foot skiff to
cover maintenance expenses.

SOCIAL
COMMITTEE 'S
UPDATE

Coral Taylor The Committee also equipped the Tea & Coffee
Corner for all sailors and volunteers and we
acknowledge Peter Notley’s weekly contribution
of biscuits. Effort contributions were also made
at special sailing event days – Queen of the
Harbour, End of Sailing Season and the
Presentation Night.
 
Since inception the SFS has operated in a most
friendly environment where all are mindful of
the amazing legacy we share in hosting the
famous 18 footers of Sydney and providing
facilities for other sailing classes such as the 12
footers and Taipans.  What makes it work well is
those who volunteer their time.  You may have
some hours to spare on a Saturday or during
the week . If so please join our friendly team.
There are numerous duties involved with
sailing, after sailing, record keeping,
cataloguing, etc.  
 
It would be wonderful to rejuvenate the social
benefits of club membership.  Send your ideas
to the SFS Social Committee via email to the
club or make a phone call to the office for
information.
 
For this unique club to continue we urgently
need volunteers from our membership base,
both social and sailing members.
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Since my request to the Sydney Heritage
Museum to have the Bob Lundie Collection
returned to the SFS (which happened early this
year), I have taken some time to research the
past & present members of the Club so as to
create Honour Boards listing our Presidents,
Commodores, Life Members, Patrons & Life
Commodores. I believe this is important for the
future of the Club.
.
We also received four wonderful trophies from
the 1930's from the Monckton family last
November. They had been won by champion
skippers of the past: Charles "Chook" Fraser,
Tony Russell, both rugby league legends, and
Ossie Hahn, a skipper with more than 20 years
with the Sydney Flying Squadron. 
 
 These trophies were “rebirthed” during the
2018-19 sailing season, with three being
awarded to the three heat winners of the
Australian Championship.
 
 

HERITAGE
BOARDROOM

 John "Steamer" Stanley
 
The fourth being awarded to the winner of the
Anniversary Regatta (sprint races).
 
It is pleasing that a number of grandchildren of
our former sailors have contacted the Club and
have visited, following up on the history of their
families. I look forward to collecting more and
hope you enjoy the Club with its wonderful
history.
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The DA is lodged!
 
Located at the corner of McDougall Street and
Willoughby Street in Milsons Point, Pattons
Slipways has been operating as a working
slipway at its current location for well over 90
years. Pattons Slipways acquired the
property in 1951 where it continued to operate
a working boatyard with both slipway and
operations and allied marine trades.
 
The SFS, purchased Pattons
Slipways in 1972 from Burns Philp, with funds
partly provided from loans from SFS members,
and these generous members became known
as "members for life" (in contrast to our Life
Members). The site has operated continuously
since then under various managements
including Jerry Hendry Boatbuilders and the
current tenant, Sydney Perfect Storm, aka
Sydney Harbour Slipways.
 
The use of the land side of the site is regulated
by North Sydney Council and below the high
water mark as a seabed lease with RMS
Maritime.  
 
In 2015, a dilemma was faced by the SFS Board
when the RMS deemed that a DA from North
Sydney Council would be required for any
repairs to the rapidly deteriorating cradle and
slipways at the Pattons yard. The SFS club had
long depended on the management fees and
rent from the slipway tenancies and so the long
journey of a Development Application began.

PATTONS
SL IPWAYS
REDEVELOPMENT

 Four years later, the DA to replace the slipways
with a hardstand, restoration/reconstruction 
of the “burnt out” boatshed and existing
buildings, and conversion of the mooring pile
berths into a 5 marina berths has been
submitted. 
 
Once the Business Plan was lodged in 2018, 
the club was able to secure a 25 year lease 
for the seabed lease area with RMS Maritime.
It cannot be emphasised enough, that this
would not have happened without the
dedicated, tireless work that Commodore Bill
Loader has applied to this project. He has
single handedly driven the project and has
taken on every challenge, every request for
other expert consultant reports, and managed
every interaction with the Council, RMS and 
the community in a professional, dedicated 
and ultimately successful manner. He
personally hosted the community presentation
and Q&A session at the club earlier this year
and secured broad community support for 
our plans. Thank you Bill on behalf of all of the
Sydney Flying Squadron members. 
 
Moving forward the Development Application is
expected to take at least six months for Council
and the Sydney North Planning Panel to assess
the application. Then subject to an approval
being granted Expressions of Interest will be
called for potential partners in
the redevelopment and future operations.
Construction of the new facility could
commence within 18 months subject to
approvals and finance.
 
The completed redevelopment will
bring the site up to a world standard facility
that the SFS will benefit from for at least 50
years into the future. 
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Throughout July and August this year the boat
ramp was out of action while long overdue
improvements were made. North Sydney Council
made the most of the opportunity to lay new turf
across the park.  The works included widening 
of the ramp, and modifying the angle of the
slope. It seemed only fitting to commemorate the
loss of our long term patron, Ian “Bickie” Kiernan
in 2018 by incorporating a memorial into the new
ramp.
 
Not only was Bickie known around the world for
his keen involvement in Australian and global
sailing,  but he was also a founder of the Clean-
up Australia program, and of course, also a long
term member of the SFS.
 

BICKIE 'S  
BOAT RAMP

He was a near neighbour and loved the park and
his local sailing club, and would be pleased to
know that he is still with us every Saturday in
summer.  The boat ramp was officially opened on
the first day of the 2019 Sailing calendar on 12th
October. After much pomp and ceremony and
with speeches by North Sydney Mayor Jilly
Gibson, Local member Felicity Wilson, and Bickie’s
daughter, Pip, the ribbon was officially “cut” by
the Brittania, first down the ramp.
 
We need to give a shout out to the extraordinary
contributions of our SFS members, Peter Jackson
and Bill Loader without whom, this work would
not have been achieved.
Let’s be sure to make every effort to keep our
wonderful park and Bickie’s boat ramp in great
shape.
 
Here’s to an easier haul up the ramp after a day
out on the harbour.Bickie will be watching.
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F INANCIAL  STATEMENTS OF THE
SFS  AND ITS  SUBSIDIARY

for the year ended 31 May 2019
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Your Directors present their report on Sydney
Flying Squadron Limited (the company) for the
financial year ended 31 May 2019, and the
auditor’s report thereon. 
 
During the year ended 31 May 2019, twelve (12)
Director’s meetings were held where a quorum
of four or more Directors were present.

DIRECTORS '
REPORT

for the year ended 31 May 2019 Operating Result
The profit of the company for the financial year
after providing income tax amounted to
$162,496 (FY 2019) and $43,485 (FY 2018). 

Subsidiary Company
The company controls its wholly owned
subsidiary company, Patton’s Slipways Pty Ltd
(Patton’s). The Directors of the subsidiary
company as at the date of this report are Alan
Robertson, William Loader and John Winning.

Significant Changes in the State of Affairs
There have been no Significant Changes to the
State of Affairs of the Sydney Flying Squadron
over the 2018 – 2019 financial year period.
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Review of Operations
A review pf the operations of the company
during the financial year and the results of
those operations are as follows: The company
continued its operations as a registered club
during the whole of the financial year. The
results of those operations are as disclosed in
Operating Result above.
 

Principal Activities
The principal activities of the company, and its
subsidiary company, during the financial year
were the conduct and promotion of a licensed
social club for members, conduct of sailing
races and commercial property owner.No
significant change in the nature of these
activities occurred during the year.
 

Post Balance Date Events
Since the end of the financial year there have
been no circumstances of events which could
significantly affect or may significantly affect the
operations of the company, the result of those
operations, or the state of affairs of the
company in future years.
 
 

DIRECTORS '
REPORT (CONT. )

Future Developments
Further to inspections carried out to the wharf
by a structural engineer it is evident that a
significant amount of remediation works is
required to the piling and sub structure It is
estimated that these works are likely to cost in
excess of $120,000.00.
 
We are presently waiting on the structural
engineer’s final report before seeking RMS
concurrence for the works and going to tender
with contractors.
 
These works will cause disruption to the Club
and café and we will be carrying out the work
when the impacts to our operations can be
mitigated over as shorter time frame as
possible.
 
Environmental Issues
The company’s operations are subject to
significant environmental regulation under a
law of the Commonwealth and/or of a State or
Territory including:
 
Food Act 2003
Food Regulations 2004
Public Health Act 1991
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The Club has applied for various State and Federal
grants towards maintaining of the Club’s facilities
and upgrading the accessibility provisions. Our
applications for grants were successful and we
intend to upgrade the change room facilities and
provide disabled access infrastructure. 
 
The Patton’s Slipway Redevelopment was granted
Permission to Lodge a Development Application 
by Roads and Maritime Services on 24 July 2018.
 
The application process required that a Site
Assessment be carried out by RMS to enable 
a Construction Licence and Offer of Lease to be
prepared. 
 

DIRECTORS '
REPORT (CONT. )

The Site Assessment included site inspections
and a review of a Business Case demonstrating
the viability of the Redevelopment.
 
RMS issued the Construction Licence and Offer
of Lease on 17 August 2018.
 
The Board have accepted the terms of the offer
and have signed the Offer. The Offer provides
for a Lease Term of 25 years with a potential 15
years extension based on capital expenditure.
The Lease commences on the completion of the
redevelopment works and is a very satisfactory
outcome for the Club and the future of Patton’s
Slipways.
 
A Development Application has been lodged
with North Sydney Council on 3rd October
2019.
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Directors’ Benefits
Since the end of the financial year, no Director has
received or become entitled to receive a benefit
(other than a benefit included in the aggregate
amount of emoluments received or due and
receivable by Directors shown in the accounts or
received as the fixed salary of a full-time employee
of the company) by reason of a contract made by
the Company or by a related corporation with the
Directors or with a firm of which he is a member,
or with a Company in which he has a substantial
financial interest, apart from William Loader, sole
owner of Architectural & Maritime Design, provider
of Project Management Services for the Patton’s
redevelopment.

 
Indemnifying Officer or Auditor
No indemnities have been given or agreed to
be given or insurance premiums paid or agreed
to be paid, during or since the end of the
financial year, to any person who is or has been
an officer or auditor of the company.

DIRECTORS '
REPORT (CONT. )

Proceedings on Behalf of Company
No person has applied for leave of Court to bring
proceedings on behalf of the company or
intervene in any proceedings to which
the company is a party for the purpose of taking
responsibility on behalf of the company for all or
any part of those proceedings. The company was
not a party to any such proceedings during the
year.

 
Auditors Independence Declaration
A copy of the auditor’s independence declaration
as required under section 307C 
of the Corporations Act 2001 has been included.
 
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the
Board of Directors:
 
Director and Treasurer
Date this 13th day of September 2019
 
 
 
Director and Commodore
Date this 13th day of September 2019
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MAKE A  TAX
DEDUCTIBLE
DONATION

Would you like to help the Squaddy with
our various projects from building
renovations to building of new replica
skiffs? 
 
You can make a donation towards the
project of your choice at: 
  
https://asf.org.au/s=sydney+flying+squadron
 
We appreciate every donation, no
matter how modest. All donations are
important to us. No matter how big or
small, your generosity enables us to
"keep on."
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Our Finance

OVERVIEW
(02) 9955 8350
 
 
 
 
 
www.sydneyflyingsquadron.com.au
 
info@sydneyflyingsquadron.com.au
 

CLUB
CONTACTS

SydneyFlyingSquadron
 
thesydneyflyingsquadron
 

Sydney Flying Squadron
76 McDougall Street
PO BOX 534 
KIRRIBILLI 2061 NSW
AUSTRALIA
 




