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All photos taken from the spectator ferry courtesy of Karen Hill  



Presidents Report 

The last year has been one of consolidation. The catering arrangements have resulted in a big 

growth in income for the club. The increased numbers are testament to the quality and 

attractiveness of the food and beverage. This will allow us to reduce debt and ensure a strong future 

for Sydney Flying Squadron.  

2016/17 is the first time in many years where 

we have made a profit without being 

subsidised by Pattons. If changes made over 

the last few years had not happened, we 

eventually would have had to close the club. 

Clubs today have to evolve or die. 

The downside of the growth of course, is that 

some periods are heavily booked. It can be 

difficult to get a table on some occasions, so it 

is important to book well in advance.  

We concluded a lengthy negotiation with the 

catering company and a final catering contract 

was signed early this year. This will give us, and 

Ashdown Investments a stable platform to 

build the club over the coming years. 

Long overdue improvements to the building 

have commenced. We spent close to $100k to 

carry out repairs to the wharf area. Over 

winter we installed a pontoon to store our 

rescue boat. The boatshed floor will soon be 

resurfaced.  

In the coming year, we will see the boat ramp 

rebuilt and other work undertaken in the park. This is a jointly funded venture between North 

Sydney Council and the State government. We have been working with both for over a year to 

secure funding. That funding has now been approved.  

Longer term, we plan to provide disabled access to the club by installing a lift. We will also rebuild 

the toilets and provide a disabled toilet.  

The club has survived for over a decade by draining profit from Pattons. The result has been a 

gradual deterioration of the Pattons facility to the point where it is generating less rent each year, 

and the state of the Patton’s facility continues to decline.  

Plans are now well underway to revitalise the site, and ensure it becomes self-sufficient in the longer 

term. We are working to lodge a development application with North Sydney Council in the coming 

year. The intention is to make the site a commercially viable business within a few years, and be 

truly profitable over the longer term. 

  



Presidents Report (cont.) 

On a sadder note, we lost one of our stalwarts when Bob ‘Killo’ Killick passed away recently. Killo 

was the skipper of Yendys and had been a fixture around the club for decades. 

On the sailing side, we took three of the boats to the US and sailed them over a week at Annapolis 

with the American Sandbaggers which are 1860 replica racing boats. We hosted 12-footers as well as 

F18 catamarans during the last season. In 2018, we plan to take some of the boats to Victoria. 

The coming year will be one of continued growth. We will see profitability continue to grow and plan 

to introduce a number of new initiatives, including improved membership benefits. With a new boat 

ramp for the 18/19 season, and planning approvals for Pattons, we will secure the future of the 

Sydney Flying Squadron.  

 

John Winning 

President 

 

 

 

 

  



Commodores Report 

Another year passes, and I am pleased to report another successful season of sailing at the Club. 

The Historic 18ft skiff fleet sailed through its 126th year on our magnificent harbour continuing what 

is one of the oldest classes still actively competing. Participation for the coming season is looking 

strong and we can look forward to another year of enjoying the ongoing providence. 

The 12 foot skiff fleet continues to grow at the SFS with a consistent presence at the Sunday races. 

Over Easter the National Titles were held out of the Lane Cove 12ft Sailing Skiff Club with the Killara 

II on station as the start vessel. I am thrilled to report that the leading skiffs were all SFS regulars. 

Thanks to Lane Cove for hosting a great event. 

Congratulations to all the crews who won and placed in the season series and championships. The 

handicap system proved successful in giving all the fleet a chance of making the podium. Many 

thanks to Bob Chapman and Peter Notley for keeping the race records and points scores. 

 

The past year saw the passing of our great mate and 18ft stalwart Bob Killick. Bob’s contribution to 

both Historic and Modern 18ft classes was magnanimous, his involvement and promotion of our 

sport over the years is evident in the sailing continuity of both fleets. As a close and personal friend, I 

particularly miss Bob’s advice, encouragement and mentorship towards the role I have aspired to. 

Bar sales have also suffered. 

The Graeme Ferguson Ringtail Cup passed its water (Rum) tightness test at its inaugural award to Ian 

Smith and the Britannia crew. Judging by the demeanour of the skipper and crew following the 

award the tot is the correct size. Keep those Rintails hoisting! 

At this year’s AGM we will be awarding Life Membership to Ian Smith for his outstanding 

contribution towards sailing, boat building and promotion of the class. As a member of the SFS  



Commodores Report (cont.) 

Sailing Board and President of the AHSSA Ian continues to fly the flag (and Ringtails) high for the SFS. 

We honour his resolve.  

Ian was recently behind the Club’s journey to America to sail against the Sandbaggers on 

Chesapeake Bay. Reports of the event confirm a most enjoyable time was had by all. Rumours are 

circulating to host a reciprocal event in 2019 at the SFS. 

 

Recognition of Jim North’s perpetual legacy to the SFS is also respectfully appreciated. This year 

funds were made available to provide new sails for the Scot. Thank you Jim. 

Finally, thanks to all the volunteers and social members who support and contribute towards 

keeping the programme alive. Without our volunteers the show could not go on. The list is too long 

to mention you all individually, but you know who you are. 

Looking forward to another great season in 17-18. 

Sail On 

 

Billy Loader 

Commodore 

 

 

  



Treasurers Report 

My report last year highlighted the fact that bar sales, the life blood of the Club’s finances, had 

increased substantially after years of decline, thereby holding out the prospect of a brighter financial 

future.  The results in 2016-2017 confirm we’re in a fundamentally better position. 

 

On the back of a 30% increase in bar sales, we recorded an underlying profit (i.e. after stripping out 

management fees from Pattons and several “one-off” receipts and expenses) of $40,000, compared 

with a loss in 2015-2016.  To put this into perspective, it is only the third time the Club has recorded 

a profit (excluding management fees and poker machine income) in the last 10 years and the only 

time during that period the profit has exceeded $15,000. 

 

 
 

This improvement comes on the back of a substantial investment in the previous year by the Club 

and caterer to upgrade the building and much hard work by all involved. 

 

The age of the building, and hence its propensity to generate myriad repair tasks, and the fickle 

nature of the hospitality industry, mean there will be no “resting on our laurels” if we are to 

consolidate and continue the fundamental improvement in the Club’s finances.  By doing so we can 

more quickly pay-down our still substantial debt; invest in upgrades of disabled access, toilets and 

the sailors’ change rooms; and maintain cash reserves to enable us to cope comfortably with 

contingencies. 

 

All of this will need robust growth in bar sales, including because of the catering fee incentive 

provided for by the new catering agreement.  In addition, we cannot look to Pattons as a source of 

much income over the next few years. 

 

  



Treasurers Report (cont.) 

As you may know, the Pattons site was bought in the 1970s as the result of the efforts of a small 

number of far-sighted members.  We should be ever grateful to them because it’s no exaggeration 

to say that the Club wouldn’t exist today if it hadn’t been for the income from Pattons.  But the 

Pattons subsidy of the Club has been at the cost of a lack of investment in the site for many years.  

This in turn means the property is failing to generate an adequate return. 

 

To put Pattons on a solid financial footing, the Board is considering a re-development strategy that, 

among other elements, involves long overdue building improvements and replacement of the 

slipways with a hardstand. 

 

I thank Eva Karpati, our part-time accountant, for her work in helping to improve the Club’s finances. 

 

 

Peter Jackson 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

  



Catering Agreement 

Since entering into the Catering Agreement with Ashdown Investments (AI) in June 2015 it was 

found that the original offer made to AI that included management of the Bar was not in strict 

accordance with the Registered Clubs Act. 

This being the case a new Catering Agreement was required that was legally compliant and to both 

parties satisfaction. 

The original Agreement was for 3 years with no option for renewal.  

The new Catering Agreement addresses the compliance issues and provides for a further 5-year 

tenure with an option to renew for an additional 5 years. 

The new Catering Agreement document was reviewed by the Board and a motion passed to execute 

the Agreement. 

The new Catering Agreement was executed by both parties on 12 April 2017. 

The new Agreement provides for a compliant and equitable arrangement for both parties with a 

secure tenure into the next decade. 

 

 

  



Social Club Report 

The SFS Social Committee (SC) operates as an official committee under the Articles of the Club 

drawing its team from both members and sailing members.  The SC provides statements of finances 

regularly to the Board.  Funds raised by the SC are derived from various activities solely for the 

benefit of members. 

 

The 2015-16 Social Club Report indicated that the Club was facing testing times, and the impact of 

operating changes within the club and its management reflected negatively on the SC’s 

effectiveness.   Whilst the new renovations at the premises have brought huge benefits on many 

levels to members, the SC is keen to renew and invigorate the social engagement of members.  

 



Social Club Report (cont.) 

The SC welcomes all new volunteers.  If you wish to become involved phone SFS Management who 

will place you in contact with either Janis Hughes or Coral Taylor for further details. 

Adrienne Jackson and Veronica and Steve Scully continued their magnificent work regarding the SFS 

Honor Roll, restoration and ongoing research.  Recently the Australian War Memorial’s research 

library accepted a copy of their book “Setting Sail for The Great War”.   

The SFS ferry continued to provide the best spectator and entertainment opportunity.  The ongoing 

interest and support of Ferry Master Robert Gordon and the management of Rosman Ferries is very 

much appreciated.  At the last AGM Ferry Master Robert accepted the position of Vice President of 

the SFS. 

Our Sydney Flying Squadron is a special club with a membership base from the local community, 

sailors and many others who enjoy our unique setting, the scale of the premises and the friendly 

environment. 

An active Social Committee run by members will provide many benefits on all levels for social and 

sailing members, but only if volunteers step up. 

 

Janis Hughes 

Social Club 

 

 



Foys Kirribilli – Reflections on our second year of operation 

Our second year at the Sydney Flying Squadron has been one of triumph and challenge. We’ve 

enjoyed a number of achievements, including building Club patronage and lifting the profile of the 

Club in our local community.  

We’ve made significant improvements to our menu. Executive Chef Anthony O’Shea joined us in 

October 2016 and we’re sure you’ll agree the results speak for themselves. We’ve seen an expansion 

of our menu offering, including new daily specials, consistency in service and an improvement in the 

quality of produce sourced. This has translated into increased sales, a lift in performance amongst the 

kitchen team and repeatedly positive customer feedback.  

Events continue to grow in number and reputation. Throughout the year we hosted many functions, 

including weddings, birthdays, engagements, wakes, special occasion luncheons for Melbourne Cup 

and Mother’s Day, corporate events, charity events and SFS Club dinners. We also hosted a Boxing 

Day ferry, Australia Day Ferry and three Vivid Harbour Cruises, each of which were sell-out events 

with all proceeds to the Club. We have enjoyed repeat patronage from many events, with both hosts 

and their guests returning for special occasions.  

Our Events Manager Jade Johnston has been instrumental in building the event offering. She has 

developed strong connections with many members and helped raise our profile in the local 

community. We have built relationships with North Sydney schools such as Loreto Kirribilli, St Aloysius 

and Wenona, as well as many corporate clients. Jade also assisted in the production of the impressive 

SFS Club booklet, which documents the history of the Club and the benefits of membership.  

 

  



Foys Report (cont.)Foys Report (cont.)Foys Report (cont.)Foys Report (cont.)    

We continue to invest in amenity improvements for the enjoyment of members and customers. The 

installation of the wine cellar brings a level of sophistication to the dining room. We’re continuing to 

introduce greenery throughout the space and the addition of shaded mirroring behind the bar adds 

ambience. Coupled with live music on Thursdays and Sundays, there is a great energy to the 

restaurant.  

The Flying Bear cafe has gone from strength to strength, generating a new source of patronage to the 

Club. It provides an additional amenity for members and continues to prove highly popular with the 

local community. We’re indebted to Natty Ninsripinevan and her team for their proficiency and 

enthusiasm in managing the cafe operations.  

Looking forward, we have a number of exciting initiatives in store for the coming year. The Flying Bear 

deck continues to be enjoyed by customers into the afternoon and evening, and we’ll be adding to 

their experience with a simple food offering and relaxed tunes from Thursdays to Saturdays 

throughout summer. We’ll continue to evolve our menu offering and deliver new experiences for 

customers, including wine appreciation nights and other events with our suppliers.  

We’re thankful to members and their guests for their ongoing support. We can confidently say that 

we’re proud to bring our friends and family to the Club and we hope that you are too.  

 

Adam & the Foys teamAdam & the Foys teamAdam & the Foys teamAdam & the Foys team    

    

    

 



Pattons Slipways Redevelopment 

Earlier this year it was proposed that the slipway rails and cradle be replaced. 

In discussions with RMS Maritime it was determined that Development Approval from North Sydney 

Council would be required for any works on the site. 

In reviewing the costs to replace the existing slipways and cradles, along with the required 

environmental control measures to restrict pollution entering the waterway, it was decided that a 

level hardstand suspended over the existing sloping slipway and seabed with compliant drainage 

collection and water treatment plant was a superior option. This will bring the slipway operations in 

line with environmental protection requirements and ensure the continued operations of the site 

into the future. 

Along with the hardstand works the Development Application (DA) includes for restoration of the 

existing buildings with services upgrades, reconstruction of the “burnt out” boatshed and conversion 

of the mooring pile berths into floating pontoons. 

To progress the Development Application with North Sydney Council, Land Owners Consent (for the 

seabed lease area) must be granted by RMS Maritime. In order to make the Permission To Lodge 

(PTL) submission to RMS endorsement of the proposal is required by our neighbours being the 

Ensemble Theatre and NSC. We have had a number of meetings with both parties and now have a 

proposal that addresses their concerns. 

We expect the PTL will be lodged in the coming month with RMS and that a DA submission made in 

the new year. 

At this stage the Board has committed $80,00.00 towards the preparation of the submissions to RMS 

and Council. 

 

 






























































