The Eighteen Footers Trip to USA August 1969

As published in US “Motor Boating” Magazine, November 1969.

Seven Eighteen Footers were shipped to Long Beach, California, in 1969 for a series of
races between crews of US locals and four crews from the League in Sydney, including
“Travelodge” skippered by Bob Holmes, and “Ansett Airlines, and CP Air, Cliff
Monkhouse. The Team Manager was the legendary Alf Beashel

Having previously skippered Sixteen Foot Skiffs at Georges River Sailing Club, John
Lewis, presently of “Tangalooma” crew, who was backpacking around the US at the
time, was invited to crew on “Daily Telegraph” and sail as a ring- in for the USA. He can
be seen as forrard hand in Photo 1.

California crew of Daily Telegraph, left, beat
Bob Holmes’s TraveLodge, above, shown at

Photo 1- Note John on Daily Telegraph Note Jockey Pole.

The series, called Long Beach Sea Festival, was very successful and the Australian
crews [including the ring-in] were treated to numerous cocktail parties, at various West
Coast Yacht Clubs, and a trip to Disneyland. The following photos show the event, as
written in the “Motor Boating” Magazine.



Salty Swingy Sea

Photograph by Tom

Photograph by Long Beach Promotion, Ine.

Photograph by Long Beach Promotion, Inc.

Dr. Bob Magoon’s Andrea, left, was first outboard to finish follt;wing disqualification of Bill Cooper; Pete Rittmaster, above, looks glum
as he protests Cooper’s finish. Pete Rothschild, right, led for most of the race in a rig identical to Aronow’s

graphs (1. to r.) by Long Beach Promotion, Inc,

California crew of Daily Telegraph, left, beat out three Aussie teams to take third in the Australian 18-Footer dinghy races. Winner was
Bob Holmes’s TraveLodge, above, shown at right blanketing an opponent’s spinnaker.

THIS RACE
IS NO DRAG

By Hervé Marris

Top outboard eliminator, at 79 mph, was Jim Parker’s Chrysler-powered Digger, left. Top
speed at meet, 166.50 mph, was recorded by Sam Kurtovich's blown fuel hydro
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Festival

Photograph by Tom Bottomley

Experience and tuning count: Aronow’s
boat is first to roar past finish.

Long Beach recently held her fourth annual watersports féte, slightly
offshore, wholly on target, with everything from an ocean powerboat
race and a smoky drag meet to a sail-crammed Australian dinghy derby

THE AGE
OF ARONOW

By Lois J. Kennedy

ock sounds ashore proclaim the
age of Aquarius these days. Off-

shore, it’s definitely the age of
Aronow. The burly Miami racer/de-
signer proved it conclusively by win-
ning the top event in the Long Beach
International Sea Festival August 23—
the Long Beach Hennessy Cup. It was
a five-second triumph, but it was
Aronow all the way.

Two identical 32-foot hulls, one
Don’s black The Cigarette, the other,
Pete Rothschild’s white Thunderballs
from Newport Beach, Calif., with
identical powerplants, flashed across
the Hennessy Cup finish within five
seconds of one another. It was the

(Continued on page 94)

CRACK ON
MORE CANVAS
...AND MORE...

AND MORE...

By Hervé Marris

often shown a gambling spirit in
their sport, a willingness to go

all the way and then some. And they
do a lot of lighthearted racing, especi-
ally when the odds are heavy. And so
it makes perfect sense that the Aussies
should be experts in the sport of rac-
ing those madly over-canvassed 18-
footers which have a deserved repu-
tation as the world’s fastest, most
exciting, most capsizeable monohulls.
This type, which has been Sailing
Down Under for a half-century at
speeds to 30 mph, with a four-man
crew, permits unlimited sail area. It’s
rather like a cross between a plump

E;AILORS from Down Under have

dinghy, an open scow and the vener-
able Bermuda fitted dinghy. And it
was first seen in the U. S. at the Long
Beach Sea Festival, in a billowy three-
day regatta August 15-17.

Seven of these 18-footers had been
shipped the month before especially
for the festival. Four were sailed by
recent Southern California purchasers,
three by Sidney teams who flew in via
Quantas. One of the Long Beach
skippers, Fred Otis, a U. S. - born form-
er Sydney resident and the only Yank
member of the New South Wales 18-
Footer League, almost personally pro-
duced this event by inviting each of
the Australians who attended.

(Continued on page 100)

T Long Beach, Calif., August 16-

A 17, the National Drag Boat

Association paraded its gleam-

ing pride in a series of chilling speed

runs, during which one of the best

boats flipped at 133 mph and several
new records were set.

The highly specialized drag boat
hulls are 14- to 17-foot flatbottom
runabouts or slick hydroplanes, which
minimize water resistance and wetted
surface by planing at up to 190 mph
on two sponsons and an invisibly
spinning  propeller.  (With  fuel
economy the last thing on their minds
dragsters are now hunting for the boat
and engine combination that will crack
their elusive 200-mph barrier.)

On their devil-take-the-hindmost
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speed runs, electronic eyes are set to
record boat pace as they hit, and then
zoom through the final 132 feet, the
official 10 per cent of the quarter-mile
course. Boats start from idle at the split
second a green light flashes at the base
of the “Christmas tree’ anchored in
mid-stadium.

There are highly tuned outboard
drag boats, but the glamour class in this
field is the “blown fuel” hydro, a super-
charged hydroplane that runs on a
$7.20-per-gallon methanol fuel mix-
ture. Their top speeds, generated in
that final 10 per cent, are in the 160-
to 190-mph range. These boats, like
the current world record holder Mr.
Ed, owned by Ed and Lorene Mills of
Fresno, are pampered and tuned like

space missiles, and can cost up to
$20,000.

At the Long Beach Festival, one of
the sports most celebrated boats be-
came a high-speed cropper as Ray
Caselli of North Hollywood hit the
straightaway in his Panic Mouse, gen-
erally considered the world’s fastest
blown fuel flatbottom racer, and
flipped violently on the first elimination
run of the second day.

“The water was a bit bumpy when
1 shut off at 133 mph,” Ray said, “and
it just seemed to grab the boat’s chine
and flip her.” The lucky Caselli
escaped with no more than a severe
roughing up, but he decided to scrap
his famed Hondo hull.

(Continued on page 100)
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EVERY TWIN SCREW
NEEDS A
JUDSON
ENGINE
CHRONIZER

Stop damaging vibration resulting
in loose fittings, leaking seams,
wasted fuel and difficult steering.
Install a Judson Engine Synchro-
nizer and enjoy the smoothness,
economy and efficiency of syn-
chronized engines. Models for
both gasoline and diesel engines.

Write For Literature

JUDSON

RESEARCH AND MFG. CO
CONSHOHOCKEN, PENNA.

EEEHE-E'" to an island

ideaway in the sun!

DISCOVER ISLAND LIVING

Buy now for your retirement, vacation or an
investment — your hedge against inflation, a
safeguard for your future. First in the beautiful
Bahamas to offer homesites on budget terms.
Highly respected, long established property
company has invested over $5,000,000 in this
ideal development. Unconditional money-back
guarantees. Powder-soft beaches, excellent fish-
ing, sailing. This tropical paradise offers stability
where residents enjoy ocean beach privileges and
other facilities for leisure living. Great Exuma
Island, 135 miles southeast of Nassau— Home-
sites 80'x 125" Daily airline flights.

BAHAMA SOUND

Magnuson Corporation— agent
NO INTEREST « NO LAND TAX « BUDGET TERMS

mesusimmadl U N 10157\ £ T ———

MAGNUSON CORPORATION >
25 S.E. 2nd Ave., Dept. G119 2
Miami, Florida 33131 8
Please send me your FREE color brochure. Q
Name

Address....

ity

Zig ...................

DRAG RACE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81

In this event, highlighted by eight
competing blown fuel hydros, largest
west coast field ever in this class, Sam
Kurtovich of Fresno recorded the
second day’s top speed and low elapsed
time—166 mph and 8.08 seconds. He
also easily won the blown fuel hydro
class at 97.50 mph in his boat Crisis,
cruising, in effect, down the course
after his chief competitor, Mac Bale in
Climax, died at the green light on this
trophy run.

In the flatbottom blown fuel class,
Larry Hill of Fresno, driving Ed Wills’
Mrs. Ed, won at a measured speed of
133.32 mph.

Barely a month after this regatta,
the red hot dragsters gathered for their
national championships at Perris,
California. Concentrating on an explo-
sive burst of speed over a quarter-mile
course, the sport of drag boat racing
is growing rapidly, especially on the
West Coast, as a parallel to the sophis-
ticated auto drag meets. &

MORE CANVAS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81

Principal dimensions of the 18-foot-
ers proclaim them prone to panic
parties, Chinese fire drills, and occas-
ional pitch-poling. Length must be
from 179" to 18, minimum beam is
6’; minimum molded depth amidships
must be at least 20”. No two are exactly
alike and in this competition, as they
say Down Under and occasionally up
here, anything goes. Crews may set
huge mainsails, spinnakers, spankers,
and anything else the boat will stand.
With no keel to offset the weight of
wind, the four crew members must
fling themselves about like shuttle-
cocks and swing like chimps on trapeze
rigs to keep the boat on her feet.

The victory was not exactly fore-
gone, but no one was surprised when,
after three days of pandemonious sail-
ing, the Australians carried the event.
Sydney skipper Bob Holmes and his
crew in TraveLodge took the series by
winning with a 1-1-5-3-1 record for a
“low ball” score of 10%. Another
Aussie, Cliff Monkhouse, in CP Air was
second with 10% and 2-3-1-2-3.

Surprise third was the U.S. group
in Daily Telegraph, skippered by
George Twist of the Newport Harbor
Y.C. and crewed by three sharp young
Finn sailors, who last March sailed
under Henry Sprague III to win the
Long Beach Yacht Club’s Congress-
ional Cup. Daily Telegraph scored 14%
for finishes of 3-4-3-1-4. Her single vic-
tory was, for the Yanks, the most brilli-
ant moment of the series.

(Continued on page 102)

WHAT'S NEW coninuen

150-WATT RADIOTELEPHONE
Model Flo-Com 150 features eight

crystal-controlled marine channels plus

standard broadcast band. Unit utilizes

both tubes and transistors to assure

the most noise-free reception, the com-

pany states. Unit measures 64" high,

123” wide, and 12” deep, and provides

150 watts output.

Flotronic Marine Products

501 S.W. 2nd Ave.

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

ENGINE WATER STRAINER

This low cost water intake strainer
is said to prevent engine overheating
by removing grass and other debris be.
fore they can enter the engine block.
All plastic design shows strainer load
at a glance and helps indicate clogged
water inlets,

Raritan Engineering Co.
1025 N. High St.
Millville, N.J. 08332

THREADED INSERTS

Stripped threads can be quickly and
easily repaired with threaded insert
kits now available from Caterpillar
Tractor Co. There are 24 kits contain-
ing individual sizes from #10 internal
thread size to a 1%” internal thread

size. Two master kits (one course
thread and one fine) offer a variety of
inserts from %” to 1”. The inserts can
be used in cold-rolled steel, cast iron,
aluminum, or plastics. According to
Caterpillar, these threaded inserts can
be installed with standard drills and
taps and will not turn or strip out. The
kits are available at local Caterpillar
dealers.

Caterpillar Tractor Co.

Peoria, Ill. 61602
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A hard, slick surface plus effective anti-
fouling protection month after month
after month after month ... Vinyl-Cop is
the proven racing bottom paint from
Bermuda to Honolulu. Available in blue,
red, and green.
Z-Spar a product of
ANDREW BROWN COMPANY
P.O. Box 22066
Los Angeles, Calif. 90022
Manufacturing facilities — Los Angeles, Calif.
Huntington Park, Calif.; Irving, Tex.;
Laurel, Md.; Marietta, Ga. and Kent, Wash.
Leading manufacturer of
chemical coatings for aircraft,

T‘

MORE CANVAS continuep

“They’re as good as we are, and per-
haps even a bit better,” was the gallant
comment by one of the visitors, who
nevertheless then applied this sting:
“But they still have a lot to learn about
teamwork and spinnaker handling in
these 18-footers.”

The industrial sounding names of
these boats, and the cheerily blatant
lettering on their sails, simply means
that in Australia, the madcap 18-foot-
ers are commercially sponsored and
named, but crews are religiously ama-
teur. Their racing in Australia attracts a
great many entrants and huge specta-
tor fleets, including enterprising
marine bookmakers who do a thriving
and legal business.

As a result of this regatta, it is likely
the Daily Telegraph crew, with two or
three others, will be invited to Aus-
tralia early in 1970 for a return series
in Sydney Harbor.

industrial, construction, and marine applications.

RUN AWAY TO SEA
with a SIMEX!

Capt. Svend Simonsen
with his famous SIMEX sextant.

For sheer DO-IT-YOURSELF pleasure,
running away to sea with the family is
the IN thing to do these days. Captain
Simonsen’s Navigation and Seamanship-
by-mail courses and his SIMEX sextants
have enabled thousands to live their dreams.
Live yours too and enjoy the greatest ad-
venture of them all . . . in weeks!

(P.S. TIME wrote our story Feb. 2 and
April 6, 1968)

@oast Navigation Schyool

Dept. 2K9—418 E. Canon Perdido,
Santa Barbara, California 93101

Please send me information about the
Captain’s courses and his Simex Sextants
TODAY.

Name.
Address
City.

State. Zip.
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WORTH WRITING FOR

Federal, state, and local govern-
ments, as well as marine boat, engine,
and equipment manufacturers, offer
booklets, catalogs, and other literature
of interest and use to boatmen. All the
publications listed here are free unless
otherwise noted.

Marina operators will be interested
in the brochure describing a coin-
operated discharge pump for empty-
ing holding tanks on boats. Placed in
immediate operation by the insertion
of two quarters, the pump lifts waste
from boats and discharges it into any
acceptable sewer system. Marine Di-
vision, Mansfield Sanitary, Inc., Per-
rysville, Ohio 44864. Ask for Bulletin
5000.

Safety standards for maintenance,
equipment installations, and repairs
are covered in the book Safety Stand-
ards for Small Craft, published by the
American Boat & Yacht Council, Inc.
The standards were developed by spe-
cialists in the marine industry, with the
aid and cooperation of marine sur-
veyors and insurance experts, plus
other qualified personnel. Price is $5.
American Boat & Yacht Council, Inc.,
15 E. 26th St., Room 1603, New York,
N.Y. 10010.

An educational booklet for purchas-
ers of sails covers 20 different aspects
of Dacron sail handling and mainte-
nance. The booklet shows how to fold
a sail, and explains what effect changes
in sail shape can have on boat speed
when produced by fabric distortion,
edge tension, or mast bend. Published
by Du Pont, the booklet is available
from sail makers. E. 1. du Pont de
Nemours & Co., Wilmington, Del %

FOR ONE DOLLAR
WE'LL THROW THE BOOK ATYOU !

IT CAN SAVE YOU UPTO
60% ON MARINE EQUIPMENT

SKIPPERS! WHY PAY RETAIL FOR MARINE SUPPLIES?
$... Now Save Hundreds of Dollars ... $

ALL ELECTRONICS — MARINE HARDWARE —
FINE YACHT GEAR — ACCESSORIES
offered at prices you cannot atford to miss!

SEND ONLY $1.00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG
You can deduct the dollar from your first order
DISCOUNT MARINE SUPPLY CO.

2430 West Coast Highway
Newport Beach, California 92660

]

FAMOWOOD

ALL PURPOSE WOOD PLASTIC

Professionals have found it the answer to
correcting wood defects, filling wood cracks,
covering counter-sunk nails and screws.
Can be used under Fiber Glass!

Ready to use right out of the can, Famowood
applies like putty — sticks like glue, dries
quickly, and won't shrink. It takes spirit
stains, sands easily and will not gum up
sander. Becomes water and weather-proof
when properly applied.

Available in 16 matching wood colors and
white at all leading Marine and Building
Supply Dealers!

BEVERLY MANUFACTURING COMPANY

9118 S. Main St. P.O. Box 73233
Los Angeles, Calif. 90003
Distributor and Dealer Inquiries Invited

Mfrs. of F: [ F
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