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Last Saturday marked the start of sailing at the Club for 2017 and what a joy to be
back out on the water - hot on the land! The best "air-conditioning" is a Sydney
Harbour sea breeze and Saturday turned on a lovely afternoon for sailors and
spectators alike. Our international skipper, Harold Cudmore, has returned for the
Australian Champs, and he steered Yendys to an exciting win over the line,
overtaking Team Tangalooma - who nearly made it!
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The Rosman Ferry Regal departs
the SFS wharf at 2pm
As always, we are grateful to Bob Chapman for his expert race report in this
newsletter. In addition the photographer, Mark Bramley, came out on Rippleside, and
his terrific photographs illustrate this newsletter - that's one of them above documenting
the flying finish. (Check out the images section of this newsletter for his photos,
including a shot of the exciting tussle for 3 rd and 4th place.)

Saturdays during the sailing season.

The Sydney Flying Squadron cherishes its long and colourful sailing history. The great
skipper, Chris Webb, is inextricably linked to the history of our Club, the development
of the 18-footers, and indeed sailing on Sydney Harbour. We have recently been
extraordinarily fortunate to receive a gift of his memorabilia for the Club's collection from
the great man's great grandchildren. More in this newsletter.

$20 members

The 12-footers held the 2017 Interdominions in Brisbane from 7-15 January.
Congratulations to winners, Nick Press and Andrew Hay, on Sydney Sailmakers.
Check out all the results on www.skiff.org.au. SFS sailors were also sailing
competitively in other national titles over the past week. Many thanks to Bob
Chapman for his piece in this newsletter on the OK Dinghy Nationals at the
Drummoyne Sailing Club.
It is time for the premiere event of the H18s' sailing calendar - the 2017 Australian
Championship. It will be sailed over three days, commencing this Saturday. Details
are included in Around the Club. There is a very full week coming up - sailing on the
21st, the 27 th and 28 th in the Aussie Champs, H18s sailing in the Australia Day
Regatta, the launching of Ian Smith's book, The Open Boat, on the sailing deck on 27
January, and more - check out this section of the newsletter.

Tickets from the Sydney Flying
Squadron
76 McDougall Street, Kirribilli.

$25 non members
Commentary and a race program
provided.
Bookings recommended.

SAIL WELL, STAY WELL
If you are over 18, come and join us
to sail on one of our wonderful 18 foot

The Club will be open and has a great range of activities on Australia Day. Celebrate
it all at the best and only place to be, the Sydney Flying Squadron. See you at the
Club!

skiffs or become part of our race
management team on the safety and
start boats.

Adrienne Jackson, Editor.

SFS Race Report Sat 14th January 2017
by Bob Chapman, 16 Jan 2017.
Race 12 of the 2016-17 Season and fourth Heat of the Summer Point Score. After one
of the hottest Sydney nights ever recorded, 7 skiffs were on hand to contest the first
SFS race for 2017, and no doubt many crews and supporters were eager to get out on
to the cooler waters of Sydney Harbour for some heat relief. The weak southerly
change that emerged late in the morning soon showed signs of abating and backing
around to the East / SE. In addition, Harold Cudmore was back in town for his annual
pilgrimage to represent rest of the world as skipper of Yendys in the upcoming
Australian Championship.
The race got underway from a handicap start off Kurraba Point on the no.2 Easterly
course into a 10 - 12 knot E/SE breeze and a very substantial run-out tide. Rig
choices varied between full size no.2 rigs and 2 skiffs with no.1 rigs. Britannia and
Tangalooma were first away off 14 mins for the beat up to Shark Island, followed soon
after by The Mistake on 12 then Alruth and Australia IV on 11, then a long wait for
Yendys to start on 2mins followed by Aberdare on Scr. All skiffs elected to head off
on a long port tack towards the Garden Island shore where they picked-up maximum
assist from the strong outgoing tide and a SE lift from Rushcutters Bay. Tangalooma
was first to round Shark Island for the long square run back to Kirribilli, with a good lead
followed by Britannia, Australia IV, The Mistake, Alruth, then a gap back to Yendys
and Aberdare.

Tangalooma maintained her lead down the run to Kirribilli, with 4 skiffs setting ringtails
to good effect on the long run against the tide, and the back markers making up time
on the lead group.
Tangalooma was first to round at Kirribilli for the beat to Clark
Island with a good lead from Australia IV, Britannia, The Mistake, Alruth, Yendys and
Aberdare. Tangalooma continued to hold a good lead at Clark Island for the starboard
tack lead up to Shark Island with Yendys now closing in on the lead group.
Tangalooma was first to round Shark Island for the long run back to the finish at
Kurraba Point, followed by Yendys, Australia IV, Britannia, The Mistake, Aberdare and
Alruth. Once again ringtails were set by Yendys, Britannia, Aberdare and The
Mistake, with Yendys gradually closing in on Tangalooma, and Aberdare also close at
hand as the makings of a very tight finish became apparent. The race was just a little
bit too long for Tangalooma, with Yendys sliding through to leeward just before the finish
to take the gun by just 4 secs then another 30 secs to Australia IV in 3 rd just 3 secs
ahead of Aberdare, and again just 4 secs separating Britannia from The Mistake, with
Alruth in 7 th place. An exciting finish to an interesting race.
With thanks to our on-water support team of Barley, Brian, Stu, Russell, Peter,
Adrienne, David, Chuck, Eva, Nancy, Bill, and the rest of our tireless volunteers, along
with the dedicated team at Rosman Ferries. We look forward to seeing you down at the
Squaddie.
Results for Sat 14th January 2017.

We provide all needed training.
It's free, fun, active and exhilarating
on the best harbour in the world!
Please contact us on
9955 8350, or
info@sydneyflyingsquadron.
com.au

Buy your copy for
$35.00 for members of
the SFS or $45 for nonmembers.
Launched at the Sydney Flying
Squadron by the Governor-General,
Sir Peter Cosgrove, on 27 March
2016, the book sold out on the day.
Now reprinted, the book has great
photos and stories of amazing lives
and times. Of the men on the Honor
Roll, 27 died on active service, 49
were wounded and nine died of
wounds or war-related illness. The
book ensures the debt to all of them
is recorded, and their contribution to
our great sailing legacy
acknowledged. Something to
treasure!

The Australian Historical Sailing
Skiff Association (AHSSA)

Skiff
Aberdare
Alruth
Australia
Australia IV
Britannia
Myra Too
Scot
Tangalooma
The
Mistake
Yendys

Season
Point
Score
30
38
3
32
26
0
18
39

Summer
Point
Score
13
15
0
12
12
0
4
16

Ringtail
Point
Score
7
0
0
0
9
0
0
0

36
13

14
6

4
3

Note, points allocation for the Ringtail Point Score based on the following criteria, as per
the Minutes of the SFS Sailing Board on Wednesday 13 December 2016:
"Each time a ringtail is set in a race it will be counted towards the season ringtail
award score.
To apply only to downward sets and only one set per leg,"

GIFT OF CHRIS WEBB MEMORABILIA, LEGENDARY 18-FOOTER SKIPPER
The Club was most fortunate to be contacted recently by Beverley and Gordon Wright,
the great- grandchildren of legendary skipper, Chris Webb (1866-1948). They have
presented some of the great man's memorabilia to the Club. This includes the honour
cap Webb won in 1929 for the Bradley's Head championship pennant, Webb's SFS
life membership badge, and a medal awarded for winning the Balmain Regatta in
1898, plus a package of photographs. The Webb treasures were received on behalf
of the Club by Commodore, Bill Loader, and Honorary Historian, John "Steamer"
Stanley.
Chris Webb, seen at the centre in this photograph, is known as the "Don Bradman of
the 18-footers", and won the very first race in 1891 sailed under Mark Foy's innovative
rules which we celebrated last year as the foundation race of the Sydney Flying
Squadron, 125 years ago. He won his last race in 1942 on Sydney Harbour, aged 75.

is the class association representing
the replica historic 18 and 10 footers
and the Taipan class. As such they
keep the issues of the maritime
heritage of Sydney Harbour in the
public eye at events such as the
Wooden Boat Festivals, intrastate,
interstate and overseas regattas. It is
a medium to keep heritage and
sailing enthusiasts together whilst
promoting host sailing clubs and
their endeavours.
Annual membership is $20 which
includes a monthly newsletter
delivered electronically or by post.
To become a member download the
application form from the
Association's
website http://ahssa.weebly.com or
by email contact to
ahssa@y7mail.com or write to P.O.
Box 48 Drummoyne, NSW, 2047.
Also view
website nswtens.weebly.com for the
latest news on replica historic skiffs.
If you are visiting the Sydney Flying
Squadron on a Saturday, please
make yourself known to either of the
following:
Ian Smith, President - owner/builder
and skipper "Britannia"
Ian Graves, Honorary Secretary crew member "Aberdare"
Coral Taylor, Honorary Treasurer crew member "Tangalooma".

John Stanley has uncovered some interesting details of the Bradley's Head
Championship for which the cap was awarded. It was only the second time this
championship race had been sailed. Inaugurated the previous year (and won by Billy
Fisher skippering Australia), the championship course was three times around a
triangle starting at Clark Island, round the gas buoy off Nielsen Park, round Shark
Island (outside pile) and finishing at Clark Island. It was advertised to spectators as
"kite setting par excellence" and "see the crack for'ard hands do their stuff, and bring
your friends"!

The race report in the Sun on Sunday, 20 January 1929 (page 22) reports:
"The Australian champion 18-footer H.C. Press, steered in a faultless manner by Chris
Webb, gained a distinctive win for the Bradley's Head championship pennant
yesterday.
The race was keenly contested by Australia, piloted by Billy Fisher who put up a
spirited struggle in defence of the title.
The contest was conducted by the Sydney Flying Squadron. The boats negotiated a
triangular course embracing Clark Island, Shark Beach, Shark Island and Taylors
Bay....At the Taylors Bay turn (two miles from the finish) Fisher managed to get
Australia ahead of his challenger. But when the boats were brought head to wind for
the thrash across to Shark Island, Webb displayed superior judgement by keeping his

charge in midstream....The astute move by Webb settled the issue....... The winning
skipper will receive an honor cap, presented by Mr J.J. Giltinan, the President of the
Sydney Flying Squadron."

All the above treasures are now on display in the Club's trophy cabinet.
The mother of siblings Gordon and Beverley, Jean Wright, is the daughter of George
and May Ravell. May (Mabel) was Chris Webb's daughter - he had three daughters.
May married George Ravell in 1918. George Ravell is listed on the Club's World
War I Honor Roll and featured in our book, "Setting Sail for the Great War" (pages 1056). George was one of four sailing brothers who enlisted for the Great War, two of
whom were killed in action. His surviving brother, David Ravell, was President of the
Sydney Flying Squadron at the time of his untimely death in 1937, due to an industrial
accident. The Ravell brothers owned the 18-footer, Kismet, which features on the
SFS's current membership card.
George and May Ravell had three children, Jean, Joan and Keith. Jean still lives at
Collaroy.
The Club cannot express adequately how grateful we are to receive these items. We
will display them with care and honour their provenance.

AROUND THE CLUB
HISTORICAL 18 FT SKIFFS 2017 AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIP
Race 1 for the 2017 Australian Championship takes place this Saturday 21 January.
The Australian Championship will be raced over three days. The programme is as
follows:
Saturday, 21 January: 1300 sailing briefing; 1400 spectator ferry Proclaim departs
North Sydney Wharf (returning to North Sydney Wharf at 16.30hrs); Race 1 starts at
14.30; at 1800 official welcome and presentation in the Club restaurant area. (NB if
attendees wish to dine afterwards, an advance reservation is required.)
Friday, 27 January: 14.30 sailing briefing; no ferry; 1600 race 2; 1800 post race
presentation on the boat deck. Finger food. At 1930hrs "The Open Boat" book launch
takes place (see below).
Saturday, 28 January: 1300 sailing briefing; 1400 spectator ferry Regal departs
SFS boat deck; 1430 Race 3. 1800 presentation buffet dinner (two courses) in
restaurant. This is a private function for sailors, partners, race officials and volunteers.
Bookings essential. $50 per head.

The 2017 H18ft Championship T-shirt looks like the above - the colour is dark blue.
Only 100 produced - so secure yours early. Sizes are XL, L, M and S.
Book Launch
The Open Boat book on the origin, evolution and construction of the 18-footer will be
launched at the SFS on Friday 27 January at 7.30pm after the presentation for the
second heat of the Australian titles. If you've pre-ordered a copy you will be able to
pick it up on the night. If you haven't yet ordered, go
to http://sydneywoodenboatschool.com.au/product/the-open-boat/ to pre-pay for $60, or
it will be available for $75 on the night.

Hobart Wooden Boat Festival
Britannia will be on display on the hard in Hobart representing the SFS. If you are
attending and would be able to spend a bit of time assisting in talking to the public at
the stand please speak to Ian Smith

The above photograph shows Britannia on display last year at the Sydney Classic and
Wooden Boat Festival.

Australia Day
You will have received the email - here is a reminder....
Join Us For
Australia Day

Thursday, 26 January 2017
For A Great Day Filled
With the Australia Day Regatta,
SFS Spectator Ferry,
Live Music,
Sausage Sizzle In The Park, Free Croquet,
Bar Specials
and our
Foys Kirribilli Restaurant
will have an
Australian Inspired Menu.
The Historic 18 footers will be sailing in the Australia Day Regatta.
Spectator Ferry for 21 January
Just a reminder that this Saturday, our spectator ferry is Proclaim and it can take 200
people! It leaves from North Sydney Wharf promptly at 2pm.
With race one of the Australian Championship featuring on the water, there is the
guarantee of exciting sailing, great photography opportunities and, of course, good
company and laughter on board.
Last week we had Australia's oldest living test cricketer, Ken Archer AM, with his wife
and family on the spectator ferry. Being on the spectator ferry was part of his birthday
celebrations as Ken turned 89 years young on 17 January. He played in five Tests for
Australia in 1950 and 1951. He became a media executive after his retirement from
cricket. He was awarded the AM for services to the media in 1980. Apparently Ken
always liked to follow the 18-footers and we were thrilled to have him on our spectator
ferry. We hope he and family will come again when they are in Sydney!
SFS SAILORS AT OK NATIONALS.
Drummoyne Sailing Club recently held the Henning Harders 55th International OK
Dinghy National Championship from 8to 13 January 2017. Among the 36 entries
were 4 regular SFS H18 sailors, as per the details below. In addition, Ian Graves
volunteered his time for the event assisting with the mark laying / course setting.
Photos below courtesy of Bruce Kerridge.
David Swales, sailing AUS 716 "JOKER", placed 33 rd.

Phil Barnett, sailing AUS 680 "AJAX", placed 26th .

Grant Wakefield, Commodore DSC, sailing AUS 736 "SPACE MONKEY", placed
20 th .

Bob Chapman, sailing AUS 704 "OCCASIONAL KUDOS", placed 12th .

YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER IN INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDING,
CUSTOMS BROKERAGE & CLEARANCE, SUPPLY CHAIN & LOGISTICS
SOLUTIONS.

IMAGES FROM RACE 12: ALL PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARK BRAMLEY

Britannia sets out for another lovely day on the harbour.

Aberdare, Britannia and Australia IV

What a sight: The Mistake chasing Australia IV, Britannia, Alruth and Tangalooma

Alruth

Aberdare with Britannia in the background.

The Mistake with Alruth in the background.

The backmarkers, Yendys and Aberdare, looking fabulous.

Sydney icons.

The first four place getters giving it everything...

And this was the close flying finish for 3 rd and 4th . Australia IV over Aberdare by a

whisker!

This newsletter was written by Bob Chapman, Ian Smith and Adrienne Jackson, with featured photographs by Mark Bramley
and Bruce Kerridge (OK Dinghies) Formatted by Nick Mulcahy.
Contributions sought and welcomed. Email your news, photos, opinions to: sfsnewslettersite@gmail.com. Don't be reticent. Be
part of the SFS community and share your stories. It is a Club rich in history and the richer for the participation of all its
members.

